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Action Plan review and the Business Plan
The review of Round 2 of Action Plans is well on track and we hope to be able to publish all the reviewed plans early in the New Year.  A Rivers & Streams HAP and a Statement on Swifts will be included in this new round of plans leaving only 8 HAPs from the Audit to be considered for development.  Electronic copies will be available from our website.
After several months of consultation the Partnership’s Business Plan has been published and distributed to all interested parties.  You can download electronic copies from http://www.lbp.org.uk/04news.html 
The Business Plans charts our direction for the next five years and we hope to use it to engage more stakeholders from various sectors in biodiversity action planning and delivery as well as raising the necessary funds for an effective implementation of the London BAP.
Survey of garden squares

The Parks HAP group has completed its survey of garden squares and similar smaller greenspaces in central London. The contract was awarded to the London Wildlife Trust and included visits to over 250 sites between May and July. The survey focused on birds as an indicator of biodiversity. The analysis will explore how bird diversity relates to garden design, and try to establish whether there is real evidence of the value of understorey vegetation such as shrubbery for birds. This is particularly relevant to the trend to reduce or remove shrubberies to improve perceived security.  A report on the findings of the survey will be produced in the New Year and in due course this will be followed up with a popular leaflet for garden managers, to be compiled by the RSPB. The Parks HAP team is grateful to the Bridge House Estates Trust for funding this project, and to English Heritage, The Royal Parks Agency, Grosvenor Estates and the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association for additional contributions.

Funding news

More than 70 people attended a seminar on 11th October on biodiversity projects for the Heritage Lottery Fund. The seminar was organised by HLF in conjunction with English Nature and the GLA.  HLF are keen to receive more applications for biodiversity projects, especially in the ‘Your Heritage’ category (grants up to £50 000). Projects are most likely to be successful if they are clearly based on improving individual sites, or include imaginative outreach and public awareness activities.  A major step forward for urban conservation over the past six months is that HLF now recognise BAP priorities at a regional or local level for both their Your Heritage and Awards for All programmes, whereas in the past the focus for biodiversity was mainly UK BAP priorities. HLF staff will arrange informal ‘grant surgeries’ to advise prospective applicants. They look forward to hearing from you!

A new grant making body is the Tubney Charitable Trust. This has substantial resources to be distributed over quite a short time scale. It welcomes applications for biodiversity, provided the focus is UK BAP priorities. Worth looking at for London’s representatives of UK HAPs – heathland, acid grassland and chalk grassland or perhaps habitats where priority species will be encouraged? Note that grants are available only to charitable bodies. Go to www.tubney.org.uk

Green Space and Biodiversity
Its interesting to perceive from some corners that the growing Government agenda on parks and urban green spaces somehow ‘ignores’ biodiversity and is nothing to do with nature conservation.  For many of us, this interest, and the policies and initiatives arising from it, are the best ever opportunity we’ve had to link biodiversity conservation to contemporary political vehicles. Biodiversity - in most cases - depends on the canvas of green space?  A canvas that is highly fragmented and variable in quality. Surely, the issue for us is to ensure that this green canvas performs through its structure, design, management and use best meets the needs of wild animals and plants. But recognising that there are other interests and functions that require different outcomes from these spaces. It is therefore a nettle we must grasp.

CABE Space
The problem, if anything, is the plethora of activities and initiatives stemming from a number of organisations. This year has seen a wealth of guidance published and further indications that biodiversity conservation is being considered as one of the key roles of urban green spaces. Central to these has been the work of CABE Space, established in 2003 to champion parks and green spaces, and promote their continuing improvement. They have now published a number of guides:

· The Manifesto for Better Public Spaces (March), seeks to build a national consensus that parks and public space are a genuine political and financial priority. The conservation of biodiversity is one of the 10 strands of the Manifesto. CABE Space is calling on people to sign up to it at www.itsyourspace.org.uk and pledge their support for improving our public spaces.  

· The Value of Public Space (March) shows how cities in the UK and around the world have received far-reaching economic, health and social benefits from making the best of their public spaces.  It features a short chapter on biodiversity, which whilst focuses on the values of natural habitats to people and the ecological function of urban areas, nevertheless indicates that our messages of the past 20 years are becoming mainstreamed.

· Green Space Strategies; a good practice guide and A Guide to Producing Park and Green Space Management Plans (May) should be ‘old news’ to many of us versed in site management plans and nature conservation strategies.  Again, biodiversity conservation appears to be woven throughout much of these two documents; the message implicit rather than explicit.

· What would you do with this space? a good practice guide to involving children and young people in the design and care of urban spaces (May).  This explores creative and constructive ways to involve young people in public space through the stories of sixteen different projects the guide. The guide feature projects from around the country.  It includes the innovative Railway Land LNR Junior Management Board from Lewes as a case study.

· Is the grass greener…? Learning from international innovations in urban green space management (July) brings together 13 case studies from around the world.  In brief the UK is not better, no worse than other countries, and it comes as perhaps no surprise that the Dutch and Danish are more ecological in their approaches.  However, the report states that local authorities serious about improving their parks must think strategically, and concludes that many English cities lack a clear vision for their parks, or the local political will to create successful green spaces. 

Sponsored largely by ODPM, and nestled within a predominantly architectural body, eyes will undoubtedly be on the ability of CABE Space to capture the many complexities of managing, designing and working with ecological systems. However, they have recently commissioned specific guidance on integrating biodiversity conservation within urban parks green space management, due out in spring 2005.  That there hasn’t been a nationally available guide on this is still surprising, and there will no doubt be interest in it when it emerges.

All the publications can be downloaded from CABE Space’s website; www.cabespace.org.uk
Cleaner Safer Greener

Earlier this year the Government obviously decided that ‘Liveability’ was a confusing term, and created Cleaner, Safer, Greener, a multi-department campaign (largely steered by ODPM) to “to help make all our communities cleaner, safer and greener creating places that people feel proud of.”  Under the ‘Greener’ tableau existing initiatives and organisations are being included, but display the schizophrenia of the supposed rural-urban divide (and perhaps, ODPM/DEFRA). Hence, for example, the work of English Nature, the Wildlife Trusts, BTCV, and RSPB are located under ‘Countryside Conservation’, whilst ‘Parks and Gardens’ are left to Groundwork, BTCV, Community Forests and Federation of City Farms & Community Gardens.  No explicit mentions or links are made to Biodiversity Action Plans.  However, the web-site calls for suggestions; see www.cleanersafergreener.gov.uk
Development plan policies for Biodiversity

The Mayor of London is currently consulting on a best practice guide (BPG) to biodiversity policies in development plans in London. 

The BPG sets out the biodiversity topic areas which should be covered in borough development plans, including general biodiversity consideration, protection of important sites, species protection, green corridors, and mitigation. It provides suggested wording of policies which boroughs can use if they wish in their Local Development Documents (which will replace UDPs under the new planning legislation), though there is absolutely no requirement to use the suggested wording. 

The guide updates the model policies published by the Countryside Commission in Green Capital (and subsequently updated by the former London Ecology Unit), to take account of changes in the planning system, the biodiversity action planning agenda, and the policies of the London Plan. In addition to fulfilling commitments in both the London Plan and the Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy, the production of this guidance also meets a London Biodiversity Action Plan target in the generic action on habitat protection.

The consultation period runs until 21 January 2005. The Mayor would welcome comments from LBP partners. Many of you will have already received a copy, either in the post or via the Beeridiversional e-group. For those who haven’t, the draft BPG is available on the web at http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/bpg.jsp 

A limited number of hard copies are available at £10 from publications@london.gov.uk or by phoning 020 7983 4323.
World Heritage Site Progress

After being given the go-ahead by the Government, a formal World Heritage Site bid is now being worked-up for ‘Darwin’s Home and Workplace’.

A team of experts, led by Bromley Council and in consultation with local people, is drawing up the Nomination Document and Management Plan for the Government’s approval. The bid could be submitted to UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) for consideration, in 2006, as the only UK nomination. If inscribed, it is hoped this would be in time for the worldwide celebrations of Darwin’s bicentenary in 2009.

After finding the first clues to evolution during his voyage around the world on HMS Beagle, Darwin went to live at Downe and worked there for the rest of his life (1842 – 82). He wrote the theory of evolution by natural selection at Downe House (now managed by English Heritage) and developed this through daily observations and experiments in his garden and surrounding meadows, woodland and hedgerows of Cudham, Keston and Downe.

Most of the area would be familiar to him even now. As in Darwin’s time, Downe is a thriving community in a working landscape and many of the plants, insects and animals he observed can still be seen in the places where he studied them. Walking in his footsteps, we can see what he saw and share the uniquely important heritage of scientific understanding of biodiversity that he gave to the world. For this reason, Bromley Council is committed to managing the pressures facing the neighbourhood, such as those of urban development, and protecting the area for the future.

For more information on this bid contact Alister.hayes@bromley.gov.uk 

Richmond Schools wildlife garden competition.  Richmond Schools go Wild for conservation

This month sees the launch of an exciting school-based competition in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, as part of the SUN project. 

The SUN project, funded by EU Life, is a new initiative aiming to increase awareness of wildlife conservation issues and involve the wider community in the BAP process.  The project is a partnership of the London Boroughs of Richmond, Sutton, Redbridge and Bromley, CiP (Hounslow), Global to Local (Consultants) and Legambiente (an Italian NGO).

The Richmond Schools wildlife garden competition, launched in early November, has been opened to 17 Primary schools in the borough.  The competition is split into two categories.  The younger children will be drawing their favourite animal, plant or local green space.  For the older children, the challenge is to design their ideal wildlife garden. 

The judges will select an individual winner from each age group, whose schools will each win a wildlife garden make-over, carried out by Richmond BTCV.

To find out more about the SUN Project, and the other partners involved, see the website at www.sun-project.org.
The SUN Project
The London Borough of Bromley is one of seven partners (along with London Boroughs of Sutton, Richmond & Redbridge, CIP (Hounslow), Legambiente(Rome) and Global to Local) in a EU-LIFE funded project concerned with enhancing biodiversity in an urban setting. The aim of the SUN project (Sustainable Urban Planning Networks for Green Spaces) is to implement action for wildlife by involving local people. To help achieve this goal the funding will support a series of innovative projects, workshops and public events throughout the participating Boroughs over the next 2 years. In Bromley these will include encouragement to ‘green’ gardens, the enhancement of schools grounds for wildlife, the promotion of wildlife corridors and local involvement in surveying and recording of particular species.  We want to use this opportunity to raise awareness of biodiversity by engaging the community. This can take the form of practical work or just as importantly, obtaining the views of local people. As part of SUN participation is being encouraged from groups who may not currently be involved with biodiversity, as well as building on the contribution of those who are. The outcomes resulting from this project will help to guide London, and other cities in the EU, in their approach to biodiversity.  

For Bromley contact guy.harewood@bromley.gov.uk otherwise visit www.sun-project.org
Moving On

After nearly a year and a half at the helm of the Communications Working Group, Rachel Cook has decided step down.  We would like to thank to Rachel for all her hard work and we are currently looking to appoint a new Chair.  In the meantime please refer any communications enquiries to me.
Charllotte Goult, England Local Biodiversity Action Facilitator, will be leaving her post in the New Year.  We hope that her post is filled quickly as her supporting role is very much appreciated by BAP officers around the country.
And finally, the newly revamped website is already causing some impact.

Marina Pacheco Writes:

I grew up in South Africa and went to school in Johannesburg.  After graduating I went to Portugal and one of my very good friends went off to America. Over the years we kept in touch, but what with me moving all over the place and her doing the same we lost each other's addresses.

Ever since then we've been trying to re-establish contact. Both of us would occasionally use google and put in the other's name to see what came up. And finally, when she put my name in it did come up, as the lead contact for the Black Poplar's SAP. She thought that it sounded like the kind of thing I might do, so she sent me a tentative e-mail.

It was great to hear from her again, we got chatting and got on so well, I was invited to visit her and her family in America.

After not seeing each other for fourteen years it was quite a re-union, but a good one. I'll always be glad that I landed up with my name and contact details on the web as it rekindled an old friendship.


