[image: image1.wmf]Grey Heron

fact sheet








WORDSEARCH

Can you find the words listed below in the grid?
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Grey Herons are the tallest bird in Britain – they are 1 metre tall.





PTO





Herons nest in a colony called a ‘heronry’.  There are 16 heronries in London, containing about 302 nests.





Many of these heronries are near the River Thames.  This is because the river is an important place for herons to fish.





Adult herons regurgitate fish for their young to eat.





Grey herons lay between 3 and 6 eggs in March. Each egg is the size of a chicken’s egg – quite small considering the size of a heron!





Fishermen used to believe that the heron’s legs produced magical substances that attracted fish!





Once they have caught their prey, herons like to toss the fish into the air and swallow it head-first so that the fish’s scales and fins don’t catch in its throat.





They live in freshwater habitats – lakes, ponds, rivers, streams and marshlands – which is where they find their food.





Herons are excellent fishermen, using their long legs to wade into the water and their long necks and beaks to snatch fish and frogs.





They are the largest member of the heron family – they can weigh up to 2 kilograms (the same as 2 large bags of sugar).








